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                         For Unto Us a Child is Born

          

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Whatõs Happening 
 

Saint James United Methodist Church December 2019 
 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Saint James UMC 
2049 N. Honore Ave. 
Sarasota, Fl. 34235 

Phone  941 377 6180 
Fax  941 378 8911 
E-mail  
faith.saintjames@gmail.com 

MARK YOUR  

CALENDAR 

 

December 1 ¦ Sunday 
Luncheon 
December 24 ¦ 

Christmas Under the 
Stars Service 

December 24 ¦ 

Christmas Candle Light 
Service 
December 25  - 
Christmas Day 
December 29 ï Bags of 
Hope 
December 31 ï New 
Yearôs Eve Prayer Vigil 

What’s Happening 

Pastorôs Grace Notes 

Kudos toé 

Did you Knowé? 

Calendar 

Volunteer List  

 
OUR FINANCIAL PROGRESS 

We want to keep you up to date on the financial 

status of the church. 

As of 11/30/19  

Annual Apportionments         $22,023.00                          

Paid thru November                     -   22,023.00  

BALANCE DUE                          $             0.00 

     Starting Balance                                     650.00 
     Income November                      +    17,612.00 
     Expense November                     -    19,300.00 
     Ending balance                            $   ( 1,038.00) 
 
    Thank you for being such faithful givers. If you  
have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask.   
    Your Finance Team 
 

 

 



 

 

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, ñBehold, I send my  
messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, the voice of  
one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord,  
make his paths straight,ôò Mark 1:2-3 
 
Every year we arrive at Advent and I feel like I harp on the same thing.  The  
busyness we all seem to entangle ourselves in.  We put so much pressure on  
ourselves to do, do, do and more, more, more.  And the let down and relief when the celebration is 
over, leaves me wondering ñWas it worth it?ò 
 
I think all this busyness also sets us up for disappointments as well. Someone didnôt respond as we 
had hoped.  Something did not get completed.  Someone didnôt show up. And while everything else 
was a blessing, we dwell on the negative ñone thingò that didnôt go our way.  
 
And as I ponder all this, having fallen into the worldly trap myself, I am reminded of what we are 
actually called to do as Advent people. According to the John the Baptist, we are to prepare the way 
of the Lord and make his paths straight. Somehow, I donôt think John was thinking about all the 
preparations we try to squeeze into these six to eight weeks (remember when it is was only four?) 
now.  And I donôt think much of this honors Jesus but rather distracts us from the one who is true 
joy, peace, love and hope.   
 
So, I encourage all of you to join me this year spending less effort on worldly celebrations and more 
time preparing our lives for Jesusô return. Seeking Jesus in everything we do. When we sit in the 
glow of the Christmas tree, remembering Jesus is the light of the world.  When we stop to rest after a 
weary day, remember Jesus is the Prince of Peace.  When we think we can do no more, 
remembering Jesus never asked us to do all this stuff anyway, so why are we? Then choose to stop! 
 

Our prayer for you this Christmas is you will take time to just be.  Be one who waits on the 

Lord. Be one who seeks the hope, peace, joy and love of Jesus and His return to us. Be one 

that will get to Christmas and be ready to receive once again the only gift that matters, Jesus 

Christ the newborn King. 

Merry Christmas to you all, 

Pastor Shirley & Rod 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving Thanks for our Tenants 

      Thank you to all those who came out and greeted our 

tenants and made them feel welcome and to all those who 

provided cookies for the cookie rDBDOSHNMRq 8D BNTKCM½S G@UD 

done it without you!  

Dwight Ball     Vera Bellanca  Pat Dixon        

Sara Fleming    Betty Galvez       Pastor Shirley    

Rod Groom     Harvey Howze     Bill Johnson       

Rose Johnson   Cal Johnston      Pat Johnston      

Katie Michalski Marcia Mulvaney Bill Schroff     

Judy Shannon         

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
     
       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Are A Praying People! 
 

Bishop & Mrs. Carter, Rev. & Mrs. Dan 

Jackson, President Trump and Gov. 

DeSantis,  all of our elected officials, Pastor 

Shirley & Rod, our staff, our church leaders, 

our Cub Scouts, Beatriz Lowery, Betty Lou 

McLuckey, Bob & Katie Michalski, Dr 

Randall & Karen Morgan, Cecil & Marcia 

Mulvaney, Chip & Betty Newberger, Jim & 

Harriet Newcomb, Bee Rudawsky 

 

 

  

 

 

Connect ï To be a family of believers who connect to God and each 
other 
 
Care ï To shine the light of Christ and welcome all we encounter 
encouraging worship, life groups, and spiritual growth. 
 
Commit ï To grow in faith through service to others both locally and 
globally. 
 
CORE VALUES: 
 
Loving Relationships: 
 Honest & loving relationships: 
 
 With God through a worshipful attitude and prayer 
 With others through acceptance and grace to all 
 
Spiritual Growth 
 
 Grow with the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit in a biblically 

centered, nurturing environment 
 
Compassionate Service 
 
 Offering help to others with humility and mutual respect 
 
Teamwork 
 
 Accomplish ministry in the context of relationships. 
 

Please remember the following in your prayers this month. 

This year we will have a prayer focus each month. 

Please pray for these things daily.  

Decemberôs prayer focus will be: 

¶ Pray for the spirit to inspire each of us to    
invite someone to a Christmas Service 

¶ For the health of the congregation through 
the winter season 

¶ Pray for peace for all of us during this busy 
holiday season 

                                                                                  



 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
 
  
 
                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take time this Advent to center and  prepare yourself  

to receive Christ this year. Each worship will be 

experiential and a time to give you rest. 
 
 

 

Birthdays in December  

        December 2   Dave Strait 

   December 6   Judy Shannon 

   December 10   Ed Catalane 

   December 24   Saralyn Fowler 

   December 26   Vera Bellanca 

   December 28   Chuck Headley 

   December 30   Gene Blamble 

                
 

 

 

 
   

 
 

 

Yoga Classes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The yoga classes are in the fellowship hall 

Tuesdays and Thursdays at 3:30 p.m. There is a 

certified instructor and the classes are $5 each 

session. Please come and join us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to bring items for the Mayorõs 

Feed The Hungry Program the first Sunday of 

each month and place those items in the grocery 

cart in the narthex.   

                                                   Thank You! 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kudos this month go to  

éPat Anderson (a friend of Fredôs) who was kind enough cut out the  
angels for the angel tree and Aija Ball for cutting out the hearts and 
attaching the ribbon and Sennie Lansdowne for gluing the hearts on  
the angels.  
 
éto Aija Ball, Sara Fleming,  Bill & Bernice Highberger, Sennie  
Lansdowne, Katie Michalski and  Marlene Sontchi for their assistance 
with the advent calendar preparationéthey did a fabulous job and it was 
much appreciated 
 
éKathy Barbour, Bill & Rose Johnson, Karen Kehrli, Chip & Betty 
Newberger, and Judy Snodgrass for their assistance in setting up the  
Christmas trees ahead of time for the Hanging of the Greens.  
 
éDave Strait for trimming the trees around the grounds 
   

                2019 Leadership Team 
 
Trustees    Sara Fleming, Mike Barbour, Jean Flugel and Bill Highberger  
 
Finance     Judy Shannon, Fred Fowler. Bill Johnson and 

Bill Schroff 
 
SPRT        Chip Newberger, Cyndi Andrasi, Karen Kehrli and Cecil   
                  Mulvaney 

 
Lay Leader   Dave Strait 
 
Nurture Team Leader    Pat Dixon 
 
Outreach Team Leader   Judy Snodgrass  
 
Lay Delegate Dave Strait  

2019 Shepherds  

 Sennie Lansdowne ï Head Shepherd 

Aija Ball             (A - Bn) 

Rose & Bill Johnson  (Bo ï D) 

Judy Snodgrass   (E ï Ha) 

Cyndi Andrasi   (He ï J) 

Beatriz Lowery   (K ï Mc) 

Marcia & Cecil Mulvaney (Mi ï N) 

Nancy Winding   (O ï So) 

Kathy & Mike Barbour  (Sp ï Z) 

Bonnie Kitzmiller   (Snowbirds) 

 

 



                            Did you knowé?  
¦ Because of your generosity we will provide Christmas gifts to Remnant Café through 

our ñAngel Treeò project to help keep the homeless warm through the winter  
months. What a wonderful way to bless them.  

¦ Because of your hospitality we have several groups who meet here on a weekly basis 
and that is making a difference in their li ves.  

 Because of your faithfulness, we are making a difference in the community that 
surrounds us. God  is moving in wonderful ways.  W e just wanted to make sure 
you knew!  
   

 
    
 

 Kingdom Kids    
We welcome all children 
and   grandchildren (K -
5th  grade) to our 
òKingdom Kidsó class at 
10:00 a.m. during the 
worship service.  

 
 
 
 

We also have an Adult Class that meets before 
Worship please join them at 8:45 in the west wing 
room 312. 

 

 

Trustees Wish List 

Lawn mower 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are in need of a zero turn small to medium size lawn mower for 

the areas the large lawn mower canôt fit but too large an area to push a 

lawn mower. The current one we have is just limping along.   

 

We would like to finish up the work we started in the Fellowship Hall.  

This is the last wish list of item needed to finish the area to make it more 

presentable.  Monetary donations are always welcome also. 

                                                               

                                    Paint and roller covers (we have enough  

                                    brushes) for painting the remainder of the halls 

                                    and possibly the office area. 

 

Thank you to those who have already contributed to these projects.  

 



 

 

Winter  Sunday Luncheons  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 1 , 2019 we will 

have our monthly  Sunday 

Luncheon. Please bring a dish to 

share and join us for a short time 

of fellowship after worship. Look 

forward to seeing you there!  

 

 

A Special Thank You 

 

 

   Advent  

 Calendar 
 
 
For the month of December, we will be using an Advent calendar 
rather than the Daily Bible Study we normally receive in the 
weekly bulletin. If you have not received your Advent Calendar 
(one per family, they will be handed out on December 1st ) they 
are available, please ask for one to enjoy through the advent 
season. 
 



  

Bags of Hope 

Itôs time to begin gathering items for the next set of 
Bags of Hope.   
 

These are the items we currently need: 
 

8 oz. bottled water    Toothpaste                    
Toothbrush             Toilet Paper 
Fruit cups                  Bar Soap    
Toilet paper               Hand towels   
Socks         Power Bars   
Band aids                  Feminine Products 
Shampoo                  Socks   
Combs                     
 

The Bags of Hope will be assembled on the 5th 

Sunday, December 29, 2019 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again, this year we will be 
collecting scarves, gloves and blankets 
for the Remnant Café for Christmas.  
We donõt need hats as we give those in 
the Bags of Hope. And they can wrap the 
scarves around their heads if they need 
to if they donõt have a hat.   
 
Please include only a scarf, a pair of 
gloves and a regular s ize  (twin size 
would work)  blanket. They som etimes have 
only that blanket to keep them warm when 
they are sleeping out i n the elements 
and the little throws arenõt much good 
for warmth.  
 

Please attach the angel with the heart 
you take off the tree on their package 
so they know God cares. Thank you   

 

 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Services  
Please come and join us for one 

or both of our  Christmas Eve 
Worship Services  

Christmas Under the Stars  
at 6:00 p.m. in the front of the 

church property.  
Or 

Traditional Candlelight Service 
in the chapel at 8:00 p.m. 

 
 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Poinsettias  
Poinsettias will grace our sanctuary again 
this Christmas. The cost will be  $9.00 per 
poinsettia and you may take your plant home 
after the 8:00 p.m. service on Christmas 
Eve.  Order forms will be available 
December 1 st , 8 th  and 15 th   in your bulletin  
and will need to be returned no later than 
December 22 .  

 

 

 

 

                                               Operation Christmas Child       

 
                               A big thank you to the congregation for filling  
                                the Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes  

                               this year. We delivered 38  boxes to the  
                                Collection Center on November  21, 2019.  
                                You have blessed many children with your  
                                 generosity.  

      
                                                      Gratefully,  
     Nancy Winding 
     Shoebox Project Coordinator 
 
Also, a big thank you to Nancy for heading up this project for the several 
years. Also, thanks to Sennie Lansdowne for her assistance.  
     

 

 

 

 

                                                              

      Pastor Shirley 

       Bill Schroff  

                                                                Fred Fowler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Yearôs Eve Prayer Vigil  

Please join us new yearôs eve, December 31, 

2019 at 6:30 p.m. for a prayer vigil for the 

rededication of our buildings.  



   

the have 

SUNDAY 

SUNDAY 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
8:45 Kingdom Seekers  
10:00 Worship Service  -  

11:00 Sunday 
Luncheon 

2 
6:00 GCCC 

7:00 Meadows Chorus 

7:00  NA                 
7:00  AA 
7:15 Prayer gathering 

3 
3:30 Yoga 
4:00 Chorale rehearsal 
6:45 Cub Scouts 
 

4 
10:00 Haven Ringers 
6:30 Worship 
7:00  DLTs   
7:00 GA                            

 

5 
3:30 Yoga 
4:30 DLT  
6:30 Meadows Chorus 

 6 
Office closed 
 7:00    AA 
 

7 
8:30 Christmas 
Under the Stars 
Set Up 

8 
 
8:45 Kingdom Seekers  
10:00 Worship Service  -  
11:00 Leadership Team 
Meeting 

9 
6:00 GCCC 
7:00  NA                 
7:00  AA 
7:15 Prayer gathering 

10 
12:30 Messiah Circle at 
Roseôs home 
3:30 Yoga 
4:00 Chorale rehearsal 
6:45 Cub Scouts 

11 
6:30 Worship 
7:00  DLTs   
7:00 GA                            
 
 

12 
3:30 Yoga 
4:30 DLT  
5:30 Village Oaks HOA 
 

13 
 Office closed 
 7:00    AA 

  

14 
 

15 
 8:45 Kingdom Seekers 
10:00 Worship Service 

  

16 
6:00 GGCC 
7:00  NA                 
7:00  AA 
7:15 Prayer gathering 

17 
1:00 Savannah 
Preserve 
3:30 Yoga 
4:00 Chorale rehearsal 
6:45 Cub Scouts Pack 
Meeting 
 

18 

6:30 Cub Scout 
Committee Meeting 
6:30 Worship 
7:00 DLTs 
7:00 GA                    `        
 

19  
3:30 Yoga 
4:30 DLT 
 

20 
Office closed 
7:00    AA 
 

21 
 

22 
8:45 Kingdom Seekers 
10:00 Worship Service 

 

23 
6:00 GCCC 
7:00  NA                 
7:00  AA 
7:15 Prayer gathering 

24 
6:00 Christmas 
Under the Stars  
8:00 Candlelight 
Service 
 
 

25  

 
26 
 

27 
Office closed 

7:00   AA  
 

28   
 

29 
8:45 Kingdom Seekers  
10:00 Worship Service 
 

30 
6:00 GCCC 
6:30 Meadows Chorus 
7:00  NA                 
7:00  AA 
7:15 Prayer gathering 

31 
6:30 New Year’s 
Eve Prayer Vigil 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

  

 



VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 2019 

 

Date  Reader  
Prayer 

Warriors 
Audio Visual 

Worship 
Welcome Team 

Children's 
Sunday 
School 

Communion 
Servers 

Discovery Devotion 
Leader 

 
Counters 

 
Building 
Closers 

 
LAWN  
TEAM 

December 1st 
1st Sunday of 

Advent 
Blue 

Melissa 
Sandberg 

Corporate 
Prayer 

 
Rod 

Groom 

Cyndi 
Andrasi 

Cecil Mulvaney, 
Jamie White 
Bill & Bernice 
Highberger  

N/A  

Judy Snodgrass 
Beatriz Lowery 

Marcia Mulvaney 
Sennie 

Lansdowne 

12/4 
Pastor Shirley 

With Communion  

 
Sennie 

Lansdowne 
Katie 

Michalski 

 
Cecil & 
Marcia  

Mulvaney 

11/30 
 
 

December 8th  
2nd Sunday of 

Advent  
Blue 

Marlene 
Sontchi  

Marcia 
Mulvaney   

Dave 
Strait  

Pat Dixon 
The Catalanes 

 

Judy 
Snodgrass 

Vera 
Bellanca  

  
12/11 

Pastor Shirley 
 

 
Judy 

Snodgrass 
Marlene 
Sontchi 

 
Rose & Bill 

Johnson 

12/7 
 

Set Up  
Christmas Under 

the Stars 
 

December 15th    
3rd Sunday of 

Advent 
Blue 

 Rod 
Groom 

Cyndi 
Andrasi   

Noah 
Catalane 

Karen 
Kehrli 

Kathy Barbour, 
Mike Barbour, 
Cindi Andrasi, 
Beatriz Lowry 

   

 Fred Fowler 
Cecil 

Mulvaney 
   

12/18 
Pastor Shirley  

 
 

Cyndi 
Andrasi 

Tina 
Catalane  

 

Bill 
Highberger  

12/14 
 

Jamie White 
Ed & Noah 
Catalane 

   

December 22nd      
4th Sunday of 

Advent 
Blue 

Pat Dixon 
Pastor 
Shirley 

Rod 
Groom  

Cyndi 
Andrasi 

Sennie 
Lansdowne, 
Jean Flugel, 

Vera Bellanca, 
Katie Michalski 

 

Bernice 
Highberger 

Tina 
Catalane 

 

 

 12/25 
No Service 

Merry Christmas 
NO DLTS 

 
 

Judy 
Snodgrass 

Karen Kehrli 

Jean Flugel 
Sennie 

Lansdowne 

12/21 
 
  
 
  

Christmas Under 

the Stars    

December 24th   

6:00 pm 

Judy 

Shannon  

Corporate 

Prayer 

Dave 

Strait 
N/A 

Katie Michalski   

Cecil Mulvaney 

Rod Groom 

N/A 

Marcia Mulvaney 

Bill & Rose 

Johnson 

Judy Snodgrass 

N/A 

 

 

N/A 

N/A 
  

N/A 
 



VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 2019 

continued 

Date  Reader  
Prayer 

Warriors 
Audio Visual 

Worship Welcome 

Team 

Children's 

Sunday 

School 

Communion 

Servers 

Discovery Devotion 

Leader 

 

Counters 

 

Building 

Closers 

 

LAWN  

TEAM 

Candlelight 
Service 

December 24th  
8:00 pm 

In Chapel 
Blue 

Rod 
Groom 

Corporate 
Prayer 

N/A   
Karen 
Kehrli 

Bill & Rose 
Johnson  

N/A 

Bonnie Kitzmiller 
Judy Snodgrass 
Cyndi Andrasi 
Beatriz Lowery 

 N/A 

 
 
  

N/A 
Pastor Shirley 

& Rod 
N/A 

December 29th      
1st Sunday of 

Christmas 
Blue 

Outreach Sunday 

Beatriz 
Lowery  

Corporate 
Prayer 

Noah 
Catalane 

Pat Dixon 

Sennie Lansdown 
Jean Flugel 

Vera Bellanca 
Katie Michalski 

Judy 
Snodgrass  

N/A 
1/1 

No Service 
Happy New Year 

 
Sennie 

Lansdowne 
Katie 

Michalski 

Pastor Shirley 
& Rod 

 12/28 
Dave Strait 

Mike Barbour 
 Rod Groom 

 

 

 

 


