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OUR FINANCIAL PROGRESS

Saint James UMC
2049 N. Honore Ave.
Sarasota, Fl. 34235

We want to keep you up to date on the financial
status of the church. Here is some information that
should show you where we are at as of
12/30/2015
Annual Apportionments
Paid in January, 2016

Phone 941 377 6180
Fax 941 378 8911
E-mail
faith.saintjames@gmail.com

29,005.00
1,469.25

Total Paid to date
BALANCE DUE

1,469.25
$27,535.75

Starting Balance
Income January
Expense January
Balance

2,089.36
22,367.00
21,278.61
$3,177.75

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
Connect 2 God and Community
Kudos to…
Did you Know…
Pastor’s Grace Notes
Church Calendar

Thank you for being such faithful givers. If you have
any questions, please do not hesitate to ask.
Your Finance Team

Ash Wednesday Service
February 10, 2016
7:00 pm

February 2016

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR!
One Celebration
Service at 10:00 am
Sunday
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Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one another. If you love
your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of God’s law. For the commandments
say, “You must not commit adultery. You must not murder. You must not steal. You
must not covet.” These—and other such commandments—are summed up in this one
commandment: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to others, so
love fulfills the requirements of God’s law.
Romans 13:8-10
Though this is a couple of weeks early, let me be the first to say “Happy Valentine’s Day!”
Yes it is February already and the day of love is just right around the corner. So in honor of
the month that celebrates love, I thought we should reflect on what loving others looks like.
Paul gives a great description of what it means to love one another. He starts out by not
owing anyone anything but love. He explains how love of others fulfills the last six
commandments of the big ten. You know them: Don’t murder; don’t steal; don’t commit
adultery and so on. Paul points out that love does no wrong to others. In other words, love
does no harm, spiritually, physically, mentally, relationally, emotionally, or any other way you
might add to the list. Love only seeks the best for others and encourages others to walk right
with God. So how are you doing in your love quotient? Are you filling up other’s tanks with
love?
But there’s a flip side to this owing love. You need to also be able to receive love. Because
you are not the only one giving so you will need to receive it from others as well. After all,
that’s the loving thing to do. So then who is filling up your love tank? And if it is not being
filled up could it be because you are not opening yourself up to receive it? Or putting yourself
in a place where you can receive love?
My prayer for each of you this month is that you not only freely give love to each other, but
you receive it as well. For when we, the church both give and receive love, then our love
tanks are full and overflow. I love all of you dearly. You are all such a blessing to me. May
your love tank be full and overflowing!
In His Love,
Pastor Shirley
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Kudos this month go to…
To everyone who helped us take down the Christmas decorations
To all who contributed to and packed our Bags of Hope
To those who have been faithfully attending our Prayer Gathering
To the volunteers who set up and break down our Wednesday
evening meal.
To our faithful office volunteers
To all who attended and supported our Scouts on Scout Sunday
To all who have agreed to serve on our 2016 Leadership Team

Did you know…
 Because you understand you are blessed to be a blessing, we were
able to provide 50 more Bags of Hope to the homeless in Sarasota!
 Because of your generosity we are able to support a Scout Troop
and Pack who are impacting young boys lives for Christ.
 Because of your steadfast love and heart to help we continue to feed
the hungry in our community every month.
 Because of your “Yes Lord” hearts we will be able to pay off the
payroll tax liability without needing much more from our general
budget.
 Because of your faithful giving, we will once again be the host church
for CROP Walk 2016.
 Because of your faithfulness, we are making a difference in the
community that surrounds us.

God is moving in wonderful ways.
We just wanted to make sure you knew!
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We Are A Praying People!

Important Dates
Ash Wednesday Feburary 10th
Service of Ashes at 7:00 pm

Maundy Thursday March 24th
Special Living Last Supper Worship at 7:00 pm

Join us in keeping the following people in your prayers
thmonth:
Bishop & Mrs. Carter, Rev. & Mrs. Rini
Hernandez, President Obama and Gov. Scott, all
of our elected officials, Pastor Shirley & Rod, our
staff, our church leaders, Bill & Rose Johnson,
Cal & Pat Johnston, Bill & Karen Jones, Karen
Kehrli, Eugene & Bonnie Kitzmiller, Sennie
Lansdowne, Donald Lawson, Beatriz Lowery,
Leo & Joan Masucci, Alice McElroy

Good Friday March 25th
Service of Darkness at 7:00 pm

Easter Services
Sunrise Service
Traditional Service

PRAYER GATHERING
Every Wednesday in the Chapel at noon
All are Welcome
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5TH SUNDAY OUTREACH EVENTS

Birthdays in February

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

7th

Cecil Mulvaney

10th

Traci Thompson

18th

Nancy Cozy

19th

Lucy Gabriel

th

25

Meg Normandin

In 2015, we worked together to aid the homeless in Sarasota. Although preparing food in
the past has worked, more and more, people have refused to accept our food. But one of
our own has acted on something God placed on her heart and that was to prepare and
deliver backpacks to homeless that contain the basic necessities of life. Our goal each
quarter will be to make a minimum of 50 backpacks, which was realized in 2015.
There are approximately 1,500 homeless in Sarasota County at any given time. Some of
these are families with children. We, the church, are called by Jesus to do something. And
so we are responding to that call.
Below is a list of items we will be placing in the backpack. When you see a deal or your
heart is moved, pick up a few items and bring them to the front by the Altar where they can
be while we worship and pray. If you choose not to shop but want to make a financial
contribution instead, that is great. We have several who “love to shop” and will go looking
for bargains with your donations. We will need 50 of each item in order to reach our goal.

ITEMS FOR BACKPACK

Anniversaries in February

Hand towel
Toothbrush
Band-Aids
8 oz bottled water
New Testament Bible
Sunscreen

Wash Rag
Toothpaste
Zip-lock Gal Bags
Peanut Butter Snack Crackers
Feminine Hygiene products
Insect Repellant (non-aerosol)

Bath Size Soap
Comb/brush
Fruit Cups
Upper Room Book
Toilette Paper
hats

Outreach funds will purchase the back-packs.

I Do.

February 10

Rose & Bill Johnson

February 14

Pat & Al Gorham

Please bring your donated items and on Sunday, we will stuff our bags on May 29th and
then distribute
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A Note From your Leadership Team
Look What’s Coming to Saint James UMC
Your Outreach Team has come together to begin looking at what we all can do next year to
live out our call to “Make Disciples of Jesus Christ.” So here is a list of what is coming up in
2016, as early as January 2016.
1st Sunday of every Month – The Mayor’s Feed the Hungry Program – On the first
Sunday of the Month please remember to bring your non perishable food item to help us
stock the pantry.
5th Sunday Outreach Event We will continue with Laura Fredrickson, Bags of Hope,
preparing 50 backpacks with necessities for living and give them to the homeless in
Sarasota. On a separate page here in the newsletter, you will see a list of the items we will
be collecting. Our goal for the first 5th Sunday (January 31st ) will be to make 50 complete
backpacks. We will ask that you begin bringing your donations to the altar each Sunday.
Crop Walk 2016 The Crop Walk will be March 6, 2016 and Saint James again will be the
host church. We will need walkers and sponsors so start prayerfully considering how you
can help.
MISSION TRIP 2016 Our mission trip was such a huge success we are going back and
hope to take two teams with 8-10 on each team. As we begin to lock in dates we will let you
know so you can sign up and join us in making a difference in the lives of those who have
little to nothing. Begin praying how God can you use to make a difference in lives of these
who live in the poorest county of the United States.

Newly Developing Ministries for 2016
Community Haven
Tarpon Point

Saint James UMC has always been know as a “friendly” church. We are
growing mature disciples seeking to carry out the Great Commission in
Matthew 28:16-20
“….Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to
the very end of the age.”
Recently, the Leadership Team has approved a Disciple Process to
intentionally focus on maturing disciples in Christ, who in turn will go out to
make disciples for Christ.
A brief outline includes opportunities to gain knowledge of the Word:
• A guest services person meets newcomers and develops a relationship.
• Congregation engages guests weekly.
• After 6 to 8 week attendance, pastor social is arranged
• As faith journey is identified, small group involvement is encouraged Options include: Daily Bible Study Guide, Discovery Night, Various small
group offerings, Music groups, Covenant Groups
Involvement is also encouraged in service in the community - putting faith
into action.

Exciting times here at Saint James! How can you be involved??
Sign up to be a part of Guest Services - Brief training February 2
Practice the “3 Minute” and “10 Foot” Rules 3 minutes before and after worship service begins greet those you do not
know. Be intentional and get to know someone new.
10 Foot Rule encourages us to greet anyone we don’t know within 10 feet
of us. Engage those close to you in friendly conversation.
God has amazing plans for Saint James in 2016. He’s counting on us!
Take the next step!
Judy Snodgrass, Nurture Team Leader

SHEPHERD SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 7TH

You are invited to a covered dish lunch following Worship on February 7th to
meet and eat with your Shepherd and the rest of the sheep. Our Shepherds
will be recognized for their service to the congregation and will be serving
throughout the worship service. They will also have decorated a table just for
their sheep. What a wonderful way to gather and celebrate community in the
church. Just bring your favorite dish to share and the Shepherds will do the
rest. We look forward to serving and hosting you.

GUEST SERVICES MINISTRY

We are looking for a team of people who would be willing to serve in
Guest Services Ministries. The responsibilities of serving in this
ministry would be as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Be informed as to what is happening at Saint James and be a
regular attender
Be friendly and willing to sit with visitors
Be willing to take someone to lunch and learn about them and
their family in order to build a new relationship
Be willing to get them involved in church activities by inviting them
to participate with you (in other words you have to attend).

We have on average 3-4 visitors a week. We need folks willing to
make the difference in whether or not they return. If you are willing to
serve in Guest Services Ministry, please contact the church office or
complete the registration form which will be in your bulletin on January
17th. There will be training on Tuesday, February 2nd, at 6:30 pm.
An alternate date will be planned if you are unable to attend that date
and still want to serve.
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SCOUT SUNDAY 2016
On Scout Sunday we recognized boys who had
completed the God and Me and God and Family
program. There were 10 boys in total. This picture is
of 4 of the 10 who received their awards at the Pack
meeting on the following Tuesday. Praise God for
parents who faithfully see their boys are taught the
ways of God.

This year the Sarasota Crop Walk to feed the hungry will be on Sunday
March 6th.
Saint James will again be the host church. The walk starts at 2:00pm.
Last year the Sarasota Crop Walk was among the top three walks in the
state of Florida for fundraising to feed the hungry. 25% of what is raised
stays in Sarasota and the other 75% goes to feeding the hungry all over
the world.
Last year Saint James raised $2,363.00. We had 21 walkers and 14
workers. This year we would like to have 25 walkers and raise
$3,000.00.
As you have noticed God has been helping us to overcome our occurring
situations. So to thank and praise God, we are asking that Saint James
have 100% participation in this year's crop walk.
There are 4 ways you can be part of the walk.
1. Be a prayer warrior for the walkers, workers and all the people who
will be fed because of the walk.
2. Be a walker
3. Be a worker
4. Be a donor.
I will have sign-up sheets in the church lobby each Sunday. please
pray about doing one or more of the above positions.
If you have any questions about the walk, please contact Leo Masucci

